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MINUTES  

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE FOR 
COOPERATIVE ACTION 

 

Commissioners’ Meeting Room/Courtroom of the Historic Courthouse 
 Main Street | Hendersonville NC 28792 

 

 Tuesday, July 16, 2024 – 3:00 PM  
 

MINUTES 
 

City of Hendersonville:  Barbara Volk, Mayor; City Manager; Brian Pahle, Assistant City Manager; 
Melinda Lowrance, City Council Member; Jill Murray, City Clerk  

Henderson County:    Rebecca McCall, Chairman; J. Michael Edney, Vice-Chair, Denisa Laufer, 
County Clerk  

Laurel Park:    J. Carey O’Cain, Mayor  
Village of Flat Rock:   Anne Coletta, Council Member 
Town of Fletcher:   Preston Blakely, Mayor;  
Town of Mills River:  Sandra Goode, Council Member   

1. WELCOME 

Mayor Barbara Volk called the meeting to order.    

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

Mayor Volk led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Afterwards, Mayor Volk introduced the City’s newest 
Council  Member Melinda Lowrance. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Susan Frady, former Executive Director of Housing Assistance introduced Margaret Lebeck who 
is now the Executive Director. 

On behalf of Senator Thom Tillis’ office, Robin Ramsey invited everyone to attend the Land of 
Sky Summer BBQ on August 7th at Fletcher Park. 

4. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA 

Mr. Edney moved, seconded by Ms. Coletta to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – April 16, 2024 

Mr. Edney asked that the last paragraph on page 3 under Henderson County, the last two words 
should say Henderson County instead of Mills River. Mayor Volk made a motion to approve the 
minutes as amended. Motion carried unanimously.  
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6.   FARMLAND PRESERVATION UPDATE  

Liz Hanson, Planner presented the following PowerPoint presentation and explained that have 
moved to having two meetings a month and have had several guest speakers thus far.  She added 
that they are currently drafting an ordinance that they will present on the 29th. 
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7.   HENDERSON COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS STRATEGIC PLAN – Mark Garrett, 
HCPS Superintendent 

Mark Garrett, HCPS Superintendent presented the following PowerPoint presentation. 
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8. OLD BUSINESS - None 

9. NEW BUSINESS - None 

10. UPDATES 

 a.  City of Hendersonville – Mayor Barbara Volk reminded everyone that the second 
Rhythm & Blues is this coming Thursday evening and she invited everyone to the City of 
Hendersonville’s Fire Station Number 1 open house on Friday, September 20, 2024 
beginning at 1:00 p.m..  She introduced Assistant City Manager Brian Pahle who gave an 
update on 7th Avenue.  He explained that there have been delays with overhead utilities, 
which delayed us about 60 days.  Grove Street is open and Maple Street is closed.  We 
expect full completion in late fall.  We started to narrow the lanes for bike lanes on South 
Main Street and at City Hall, we are working on our new customer service space which 
should be open in September. 

 b.  Village of Flat Rock  - Anne Coletta said that major stream restoration is under way.  
They finished the budget with no tax increase. Property tax collections is going very well as 
there are zero delinquent accounts.  North Highland Lake Road project is moving along 
smoothly.  

 c.  Town of Laurel Park –  J. Carey O’Cain said he is so impressed with the county and 
city and everything that’s going on with  Highway 64, Ecusta Trail and 7th Avenue.  The 
Ecusta Trail bridges and being delivered by the end of July.   

 Hendersonville City Manager John Connet added that the first layer of pavement is starting 
in Horseshoe. 

 Mr. O’Cain added that trenchless pipe lining be put at Daniel Drive for a sewer connection 
so they don’t have to dig.  Also, Highway 64 is supposed to be “let” later this Fall.  The 
ABC Board is now called the Blue Ridge ABC Board. 

 d.  Town of Fletcher – Preston Blakely said they have a 9.7 million dollar budget which 
included pay and staff raises.  They are currently applying for two grants. 

 e.  Henderson County – Rebecca McCall said that they will be having a ribbon cutting at 
Upward Elementary School.  She thanked the school system for the fence around East 
Henderson High School.  This Thursday, the Veteran’s Affairs office is moving as we have 
offered the upstairs for them to use for civic clubs.  Tomorrow is our regular mid-month 
meeting and we will be making a decision on the Clear Creek Sewer Project. 

 f.  Town of Mills River – Council Member Sandra Goode said we hired a new City 
Manager.   His name is Matthew McKirahan and we are very happy to have him.  We will 
be showing Aquaman at the Movie In The Park. We will be having Party in the Park and 
giving out school supplies and lastly we will be having a Splash Bash for the kids. 
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11. REMINDER OF NEXT MEETING – October 15, 2024 hosted by the Village of Flat Rock 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 3:56 p.m.  

                     
          ____________________________________ 

            Barbara G. Volk, Mayor 
ATTEST:          City of Hendersonville 
          
 
_______________________ 
Jill Murray, CMC, NCCMC 
City Clerk 
City of Hendersonville 
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