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REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 

HENDERSON COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  March 1, 2021 

 

SUBJECT: Western Carolina Community Action lease (former Etowah 

Library building) 

 

PRESENTER: Marcus Jones 

 

ATTACHMENT(S): Proposed lease 

 

SUMMARY OF REQUEST: 

 

Proposed are terms agreed to by WCCA for the long‐term lease of the former Etowah 

branch library building. The Board recently approved a short‐term lease of this facility to 

WCCA. In this lease: 

 

1.  WCCA has had a lease on the premises, ending June 2021. 

2.  Under the lease, WCCA used the property as its Etowah Children’s Center, at a 
monthly rent of $2,000.00, plus utilities, insurance and maintenance. 

3.  WCCA desires a lease renewal, renewal with new terms to account for 

improvements they have recently made to the facility.  The facility’s parking lot and 

access drives have been improved to enhance safety.  The improvements were made 

under the design and inspection of a licensed engineer, verified by staff, and are 
reported to cost $62,500. 

 

Based on the improvements, the new terms are proposed to change as follows: $1750 monthly 

payment for a 10-year term.  The email indicates, these terms will reimburse WCCA a portion 

of their cost for the improvements over the period of the lease.   

 

County staff will present further information on this matter. 

 

BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 

 

Lease approval.  If the Board is so inclined, the following motion is suggested: 

 

I move the Board authorize the Chairman to execute a lease prepared by 
the County Attorney with the proposed terms of $1,750 per month for 10 
years effective July 1, 2021. 
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Marcus Jones

From: Linda Carter <lincarter@wcca.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 2, 2021 11:25 AM
To: Marcus Jones
Cc: David White
Subject: Etowah Children's Center- Lease
Attachments: Etowah Parking Lot study-expansion.pdf; 2-12-09.pdf; Site Plan with Aerial.pdf

Good Morning Marcus, 
  
I hope you are doing well! I wanted to follow up on the lease agreement that WCCA has with the County for the former 
Etowah Library, now Etowah Children’s Center.  The attached lease agreement was drawn up in 2009 and is due for an 
update.  As we look to update the lease, there are factors and requests we respectfully ask to be considered.   
  
In the fall of 2020, WCCA made substantial ($62,500) improvements in the parking lot at the Etowah site.  The parking 
lot now has a safe entry and exit (approximately 12 car links long) with 3 additional parking spaces.  I have attached the 
engineering plans used for the upgrade. While this was at a significant cost to the agency, we did so for the safety of 
families and staff using the lot Monday through Friday year round. Prior to these improvements, traffic backed up on 
Brickyard Road at the start and end times of our preschool. Exiting cars would narrowly miss people, or in some 
incidents over the years, did not miss parked cars. 
  
For consideration, WCCA respectfully requests an extended lease period of 15 years or to the year 2036. Just knowing 
the center can stay a viable part of the Etowah community and continue to serve families with young children for years 
to come fits with the mission of WCCA and our strategic planning for other building improvements of the facility in 
coming years. The families served at the Etowah Children’s Center are some of the community’s most vulnerable and 
whose annual income is at 100 % of the Federal Poverty threshold or 75% of the State median income for NC Prek. For 
our Early Head Start/Head Start families, this would equate to $26,500 annually for a family of four or $53,250 for an NC 
PreK family of four.  
  
To help offset some of the costs associated with the parking lot improvements, we are requesting a reduction of $250 in 
the monthly rent or $3,000 annually. Over the course of the 15 year lease would total $45,000 or 72% of the total 
investment.  
  
WCCA greatly values our partnership to be able to provide quality early childhood education in Henderson 
County.  Should additional information be needed, just let me know.  
  
Thank you for your assistance Marcus, 
  
Linda 
  

Linda Carter 
Children’s Services Director 
  

 
  
P.O. Box 685 
Hendersonville, NC 28793-0685 
828/693-1711, ext. 132 
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FAX: 828/697-4277 
  

 
https://www.facebook.com/WCCANC/ 
  
 

The information contained in this message may contain legally privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of 
the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distribution or duplication of this transmission is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, 
please notify us by telephone or email immediately and return the original message to us or destroy all printed and electronic copies. 
Nothing in this transmission is intended to be an electronic signature nor to constitute an agreement of any kind under applicable law 
unless otherwise expressly indicated. Intentional interception or dissemination of electronic mail not belonging to you may violate 
federal or state law. 
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