PUBLIC COMMENT SIGNUP SHEET MARCH 15, 2017

Pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. §153A-52.1, the Henderson County welcomes public comment at its meetings. Please note that each
speaker is limited to three (3) minutes, unless a different time limit is announced. Also, the Board may adopt rules limiting the number
of persons speaking taking the same position on a given issue, and other rules regarding the maintenance of good order.

Each speaker should be aware and by their signatures hereto they agree that their comments may be recorded (by audio-
visual recordings, photography or other means), and may be (but are not required to be) broadcast by the County as a part of
the broadcast of this meeting, or as a part of the County’s programming on its local video channel(s). By their signature they
further agree that Henderson County is and will be the sole owner of all rights in and to such programming. The undersigned
hereby indemnifies Henderson County, its employees and agents, against any and all claims, damages, liabilities, costs and
expenses arising out of the use of the undersigned’s images and words in connection therewith.
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Good morning commissioners and staff

My name is Chris Walters and | am absolutely and completely against the firing range and tactical
training facility proposed for the brec campus. This is a personal issue for me. | was a teacher for many
years at frms. Our students go on to east high and then many go on to brec. Many of our students go to
Early College and Baifour school. And those students wili occupy the classrooms of the new innovative
high school.

| assure you that at the time the school was conceived and construction begun, few if any student at
brec or parent of students of early college and Balfour had any idea of your plans for the area right in
front of the new high school. Even if they had a bare inkling of the pians, no one could have known in
September 2016 the nature and scope of the project. A times-news article at the time, showed two
officers firing hand guns at targets less than 25 yards away. At the time no one could reasanabiy have
envisioned a massive 49,000 square foot structure covering the area of a footbail field, or a shooting
complex with 12 firing lanes 100 yards deep- the length of a football field- encased in double walled pre-
cast concrete ending in targets aimost directly across the drive way in front of the entrance to the new
high school.

An administrator from early college told me that area across the drive in front of the school was
supposed to have been an orchard for the new brewery that college was certified to operate-it was
actually supposed to have been vineyards for the college winery.

't seems bizarre and unreasonable to now decide that the best use for that area is a firing range and
para military tactical training complex where law enforcement from around the western North Carolina
will be invited to bring their rifles and AR 15 s and fire at indoor targets right in front of the school.

You will argue that the purpose of the facility on the bree campus is to enhance the BLET program there.

The number of BLET students enrolled in continuing education is about 60 a year. There are a total of
about 15,000 students a year in the entire continuing education program on three brce campuses. If you
do the math you will see that you were persuaded to spend over 20 million dollars that would benefit .4
percent of the total students attending brec,

Is it really possible that the commissioners are so concerned about enhancing the educational
opportunities at bree that you would be willing to spend over 20 million dollars to support less than
one half of one percent of the student population? Obviously there is something more going on here.

By pursuing this project you have challenged the patience and the commonsense of voters and tax-
payers. You have opened the Pandora’s Box, | assure you that from here on out, every aspect of this
project will be inspected and examined. And that there will be found further information that casts
doubt on the reasonableness of the project and the soundness of process in which it has been carried
forward.
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