
 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 

 
HENDERSON COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  April 3, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Resolution – In Support House Bill 189 & Senate Bill 222 
 
PRESENTER:  Jimmy Brissie, Emergency Management & Rescue Coordinator  
 
ATTACHMENTS:  Yes 

1.) Resolution 
2.) Letter of Support to Representative McGrady 
3.) Letter of Support to Senator Chuck Edwards 

 
 
SUMMARY OF REQUEST: 
 

North Carolina Division of Emergency Management operates a number of statewide 
search and rescue programs (SAR) in cooperation with local jurisdictions.  These state-local 
partnerships have created a statewide response system of well trained and equipped responders 
which can be placed throughout the state when needs arise.  

 
Henderson County sponsors two state teams, a swiftwater/flood rescue team and a 

mountain rescue team.  During the fall of 2016 Henderson County provided assistance to eight 
counties in Eastern North Carolina during Hurricane Matthew.  Less than a month later 
Henderson County received assistance from numerous state and local resources while battling 
the Party Rock Fire.  Recently NC House Bill 189 & Senate Bill 222 were introduced to provide 
program clarification and state level sustainment funding for NC Emergency Management’s 
SAR Programs.  These bills, if approved, would continue to enhance the State programs and 
provide benefits to Henderson County as well as all the citizens and visitors of North Carolina. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
 
The Board is requested to adopt the attached Resolution as presented. 
 
 
  
 SUGGESTED MOTION: 
 

I move that the Board adopt the attached Resolution in support of House Bill 189 & 
Senate Bill 222, Search and Rescue (SAR) Structure and funding initiative.  
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RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT  

FOR HOUSE BILL 189 & SENATE BILL 222, SEARCH AND RESCUE 
(SAR) STRUCTURE AND FUNDING 

 

WHEREAS, North Carolina is considered a leader in innovative search and rescue services; 
and 

 

WHEREAS, since the devastation of Hurricane Floyd in 1999, the State Division of 
Emergency Management has been working with local partners to build increased 
capability for specialty rescue resources for ‘all hazards’ risks; and 

 

WHEREAS, Henderson County has sent and received assistance around the state for disaster 
support, with the most recent being the recipient of assistance for the Party Rock 
fire in Fall of 2016; and  

 

WHEREAS, Henderson County recognizes the benefit from the partnership with the State and 
programs that it has developed; and 

 

WHEREAS, Henderson County wishes to support HB 189 & SB 222 Search and Rescue 
Structure and Funding to continue to enhance the partnerships between Henderson 
County and the State of North Carolina Emergency Management; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that we, the Henderson County Board of 
Commissioners, recognize the benefits that HB 189 & SB 222, Search and Rescue Structure and 
Funding, provide for the citizens of Henderson County and the State of North Carolina, and 
support these bills for NC Emergency Management’s SAR Programs. 
 

Adopted this the 3rd day of April, 2017. 
 
               

J. MICHAEL EDNEY, CHAIRMAN 
HENDERSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

ATTEST: 
 
___________________________________ 
TERESA L. WILSON, CLERK TO THE BOARD   

J. MICHAEL EDNEY 
Chairman 
GRADY HAWKINS 
Vice-Chairman 

CHARLIE MESSER 
WILLIAM G. LAPSLEY 

THOMAS H. THOMPSON 
 










	Resolution - In Support of SB 222.pdf
	NC House SAR Funding Letter.pdf
	NC Senate SAR Funding Letter.pdf

