
 REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 
 
 HENDERSON COUNTY 
 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
MEETING DATE:  May 3, 2010 
 

 SUBJECT:   Request to Establish Two (2) Food & Nutrition Income Maintenance 
Caseworker Project Positions 

 
 ATTACHMENTS:  March 17, 2010 Letter from NC Department of Health and Human Services/ 

Division of Social Services 
 
SUMMARY OF REQUEST: 
 
Through September 2011, federal funding through the Department of Defense Appropriations Act of 2010 in 
the amount of $89,003 will be available to the Henderson County Department of Social Services as contingency 
funding for the costs associated with administration of the Food and Nutrition Services Program.  The available 
funding is 100% federal and requires no county match.  It is the recommendation of the DSS Board and Director 
that the available funding be utilized to increase staff capacity by adding two (2) Income Maintenance 
Caseworker II project positions in the Food & Nutrition Program area.  The request to increase staff capacity is 
supported by: 
 
1. Continued increase of Henderson County resident participation in the program:  

 31% increase from month of January 2009 to month of January 2010  
(2419 additional county residents; from 7715 to 10,134 monthly) 

 69% increase from month of January 2008 to month of January 2010  
(4146 additional county residents; from 5988 to 10,134 monthly) 

 
2. Implementation of the following Food & Nutrition Program expansions effective July 1, 2010 which 

will increase service demand: 
 Poverty level incomes will increase from 130% to 200% of the federal poverty income level  
 Availability of automated referrals by community non-profit and medical providers via ePASS 

(an on-line pre-screening tool for Food & Nutrition and Medicaid) 
 
BOARD ACTION REQUIRED: 
Establishment of two (2) Income Maintenance Caseworker II project positions assigned to the Food & Nutrition 
Program utilizing 100% federal funding and requiring no county funding match.  Effective date of the positions 
will be July 1, 2010. 
 
 Suggested Motion:  

 I move establishment of two (2) Income Maintenance Caseworker II project positions assigned to the Food & 
Nutrition Program utilizing 100% federal funding, requiring no county funding match, to address DSS staff 
capacity/level of service demands, with the understanding that DSS must return to request county funding 
should these federal funds be eliminated and/or after the project period has expired on June 30, 2011.   












