














































































WHAT IS...SPEAK OUT FOR KIDS?



WHAT’S IN A NAME?

United Agenda for Children

United Agenda for Children is a coalition 
of citizens, civic leaders, businesses, 
government and community agencies who 
have united make sure every child in 
Henderson County is safe, healthy and 
well educated. 

VISION: 

Children living in poverty Child abuse & neglect

Teen suicide

Lack of health insurance

Childhood obesityAdolescent pregnancy

Drugs in the home



United Agenda for Children
Coalition Members

ARP-Phoenix
Alliance for Human Services
Big Brothers/Big Sisters
Blue Ridge Community College
Blue Ridge Community Health Services
Blue Ridge Literacy Council
Boys & Girls Club
Community Child Protection Team
Chamber of Commerce
Children’s Developmental Services
Children & Family Resource Center
Child Care Resource & Referral
Community Foundation of Henderson County
Consumer Credit Counseling Service
Dispute Settlement Center
Employment Security Commission
Family Support Network of WNC
4-H Youth Development
Guardian ad Litem
Girl Scouts of WNC
The Healing Place
Henderson County Board of Commissioners
Henderson County Department of Social 
Services
Henderson County Department of Public Health
Henderson County Housing Authority
Henderson County Library
Henderson County Public Schools
Henderson County Sherriff’s Department

Hendersonville Rescue Mission
Hendersonville Times News
Housing Assistance Corporation
Human Relations Council
Interfaith Assistance Ministries
Juvenile Crime Prevention Council
Latino Advocacy Council
League of Women Voters
Mainstay
Mountain Laurel
Mountain Micro-enterprise Fund
North Carolina Cooperative Extension
Opportunity House
Pardee Hospital
Park Ridge Hospital
Partnership for Health
Pisgah Legal Services
Project Challenge
Rotary Club 
Smart Start of Henderson County
Telamon Migrant Head Start
United Way of Henderson County
WCCA Head Start
Western Carolina Community Action
Women at Risk
YMCA of Henderson County

A few powerful ideas

every human being has the right to 
be involved in decisions that affect 
his or her life
with good process, people can 
generate more creative and 
comprehensive solutions 
collaboratively than they can by 
themselves.



SPEAK OUT FOR KIDS

GREAT DATA



RIGHT PEOPLE IN THE ROOM

AGE 

Speak Out for Kids Henderson County

0 – 14 0% 17.2%
15 - 19        14% 5.5%
20 - 34        14% 17.3%
35 - 44 18% 12.8%
45 - 64 41% 25.8%
65+ 13% 21.4%



RACE/ETHNICITY
Speak Out for Kids      Henderson County

African American 12% 3.3%
Asian/Asian Indian   0% 0.9%
Caucasian 75%        89.0%
Hispanic or Latino 10% 8.3%
Multi-Ethnic/Other     3% 6.6%

GENDER

Speak Out for Kids Henderson County

Male 26% 48.7%
Female 74% 51.3%



GEOGRAPHY

Speak Out for Kids      Henderson County

Blue Ridge 11% 9.5%
Clear Creek 4%     5.2%
Crab Creek 4% 4.6%
Edneyville 6% 3.9%
Green River 1% 4.4%
Hendersonville 57%    49.0%
Hooper's Creek/

Fletcher 5% 11.2%
Mills River 12% 12.2%

INCOME

Speak Out for Kids    Henderson County

O Less than $20,000 9% 20.4%
$20,000 - $34,999 16%    22.0%
$35,000 - $49,999 13%    16.5%
$50,000 - $74,999 29%    19.3%
$75,000 - $150,000 27%    16.8%
Over $150,000 6%        5.0%



RESIDENCY

Speak Out for Kids

Less than one year 8%
1 - 4 years 15%
5 - 9 years 18%
10 - 14 years 13%
15 - 19 years 11%
20 years or more 35%

TECHNOLOGY 



GOOD PROCESS

GOOD PROCESS



GOOD PROCESS

Priorities in EDUCATION

Create more after school programs
Develop programs that help young 
people make post graduation plans
Improve School Facilities
Increase Teacher Pay
Provide parent education
Increase access to preschool education 
through increased subsidies and 
additional preschool spaces



Priorities in HEALTH

Provide school nurses
Provide sex education in schools
Increase mental health services for 
children in the community and in 
schools    
Provide meals for children that are 
nutritious and include locally grown 
produce 
Improve the health delivery system by 
preventing duplication and evaluating 
services

Priorities in SAFETY

Mentoring programs for at risk youth 
Drug prevention and education
Social venue for teens
Affordable housing
Create a community forum for everyone 
involved in juvenile justice to get everyone 
on the same page
Provide parent education to reduce abuse 
and delinquency in adolescents



At the end of the day

“I have never seen anything so well put together, 
and for which I have so much hope”

“Wonderful participation; cool voting process and 
technology; super ideas – thoughtful; very organized 
and well prepared; great job.”

“Our group was involved, caring, interested and 
pleased about the results.”

GOING FORWARD

SUMMARY REPORT DECEMBER
IN-DEPTH REPORT IN JANUARY
IMPLEMENTATION PLANNING HAS 
BEGUN
REPORT BACK TO THE COMMUNITY 
IN 2 YEARS



Check on United Agenda

www.unitedagendaforchildrenhc.org

It will take all of us to make it 
happen; those of us with power 

over the budgets and policies, those 
of us with the power of the vote, 

those of us with the power to focus 
organizations, and those of us with 
the power to impact a child in our 

life.

The United Agenda for Children can make real 
change in the way we think, work and act for kids.



Credits

United Agenda Community Chairs
Ruth Birge, Publisher,
The Times-News
Renee Kumor, former
County Commissioner,
Author

Credits
Key Leaders

Dave Adams, Board Chair, Henderson County Department of Social Services
Senator Tom Apodaca, NC Senate
Maurean Adams, Executive Director, Children & Family Resource Center*
Rick Austin, Board Chair, Community Foundation of Henderson County
Ervin Bazzle, Board Chair, Henderson County Public Schools
McCray Benson, President/CEO, Community Foundation of Henderson County
Tom Bridges, Executive Director, Henderson County Department of Public Health
Jimm Bunch, CEO, Park Ridge Hospital
Marcia Caserio, Board Chair, Pardee Hospital
Sheriff Rick Davis, Henderson County Sheriff’s Department
Shea Henson, Executive Director, Smart Start of Henderson County
Representative Carolyn Justus, NC House of Representatives
Steve Kirkland, Executive Director, United Way of Henderson County
Commissioner Chuck McGrady, Henderson County Board of Commissioners
Joe Johnson, Henderson County Sherriff’s Department
Bill McKibbin, Board Chair, Chamber of Commerce
Dr. Earl Medlin, Board Chair, Smart Start of Henderson County
Bill Moore, Mayor, Town of Fletcher
Bill Moyer, Chair, Henderson County Board of Commissioners
Dr. Stephen Page, Superintendent, Henderson County Public Schools
Ray Shaw, Mayor, Village of Flat Rock
Liston Smith, Executive Director, Henderson County Department of Social Services
James Sawyer, VP Regional Services, Pardee Hospital 
Representative Trudi Walend, NC House of Representative
Todd Webb, Board Chair, Children and Family Resource Center
Bob Williford, Executive Director, Henderson County Chamber of Commerce
Commissioner Mark Williams, Henderson County Board of Commissioners
Steve Wyatt, Henderson County Manager
Commissioner Larry Young, Henderson County Board of Commissioners



Producers
Community Foundation of 
Henderson County
Community Foundation of Western 
North Carolina
Henderson County
Smart Start of Henderson County
Pardee Hospital
Park Ridge Hospital
Carolina First Bank
ARP Phoenix
United Way of Henderson County
Morrow Insurance Agency, Inc.
Rotary Club of Hendersonville
Village of Flat Rock
Town of Fletcher
Miller’s Cleaners
Henderson Oil Company
Town of Mills River
Town of Laurel Park
Henderson County Sheriff ’s 
Department
SAM’s Club
Wal-Mart

We have received in-kind contributions from 
the following:

Advanced Business Equipment
Paula De Lorenzo
Harris Teeter
Hendersonville Printing Company
La Voz
Lowe’s
The Mountain Community School
Builder’s Club & Mrs. Chet’s 5th grade 
class
Pepsi-Cola
SELEE Corporation
Source Kit
Staples
Times-News
WHKP 1450-AM
WTZQ 1600-AM
Young Creative Associates, Inc.
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