
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 
 

HENDERSON COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 
MEETING DATE:  November 5, 2007 
 
SUBJECT: Procurement of New Ambulances 
  
ATTACHMENTS: N.C.G.S. 143-129(g) 

Newspaper Advertisement to Waive Bid Procedures 
Buncombe County Bid Award 
Draft Resolution to Piggyback on Previously Bid Contract 
Purchase Financing vs Lease Analysis 

 
SUMMARY OF REQUEST: 
 
N.C.G.S 143-129, Procedure for Letting of Public Contracts, allows for the waiver of bidding for 
previously bid contracts and the purchase of equipment/vehicles by the County if within the last 12 
months either a Federal agency, the State of North Carolina or agency or political subdivision of 
the State, or any other state or agency or political subdivision of that state has completed a public, 
formal bidding process. 
 
There is a ten day requirement to advertise a waiver of the bidding procedures under this statute 
before the Board can consider and approve such actions.  This waiver was duly advertised in the 
Times-News on October 12, 2007. 
 
The Emergency Services Department has identified that Buncombe County has formally bid out 
ambulances within the last 12 months and is requesting the Board of Commissioners to consider 
adopting the attached resolution allowing the EMS Department to piggyback on Buncombe 
County’s previously bid contract awarded to Southeastern Specialty Vehicles to procure new 
ambulances to replace four vehicles coming off lease this fiscal year. 
 
The current year budget includes funds for the lease of these new ambulance replacements.  
These vehicles have high mileage, are not practical for use by other departments and have little 
residual value after 36 months of service.  See the attached analysis of purchase financing versus 
leasing the new ambulances. 
    
The Emergency Services Director and the Finance Director will be present to answer any 
questions the Board may have about this request. 
 
 
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 
 
Request that the Board consider approving the attached resolution to allow the EMS Department to 
piggyback on Buncombe County’s previously bid contract to procure new ambulances in the 
current fiscal year since the requirements of N.C.G.S. 143-129(g) have been met. 
 
 Suggested Motion: 
 

I move that the attached resolution be approved allowing the Henderson County EMS 
Department to piggyback on Buncombe County’s previously bid contract to procure new 
ambulances in the current fiscal year as allowed under N.C.G.S. 143-129(g). 

























RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE “PIGGYBACKING” ON A 
PURCHASE AGREEMENT WITH BUNCOMBE COUNTY, 
NORTH CAROLINA TO PROCURE NEW AMBULANCES 

 
WHEREAS,   The Henderson County EMS Department would like to piggyback 
on a purchase agreement through Buncombe County, North Carolina, for the 
procurement of  new ambulances in accordance with the provisions of North 
Carolina General Statute 143-129(g); and 
  
WHEREAS, the Henderson County EMS Department has verified that the 

conditions of “piggybacking” on the original contract have been met; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, a public notice of this procurement without competitive bidding was 

placed in the Hendersonville Times-News on October 12, 2007; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Board desires to authorize the piggybacking on a purchase 

agreement through Buncombe County, North Carolina; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board desires to continue leasing new ambulance units because it 

 is financially more advantageous to lease versus purchase finance.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners for the 
County of Henderson as follows: 
 

1. That the Board authorizes the procurement of new ambulances by 
“piggybacking” on Buncombe County’s purchase agreement with 
Southeastern Specialty Vehicles at a cost of $95,883 per vehicle. 

2. That the Board authorizes the County Manager and Finance 
Director to issue a purchase order to Southeastern Specialty 
Vehicles to procure the new ambulances. 

 
3. That this resolution shall be effective upon adoption.  Adopted this 

5th day of November, 2007. 
 
ATTEST:      Henderson County Board of Commissioners 
 
 
_________________________   By: _______________________________ 
Clerk to the Board                                       William L. Moyer, Chairman 



Henderson County 

2008 Chevrolet Type I Ambulances 
 

Purchase versus Lease of four ambulances 
 

Comparison 
 

 
Purchase 

$ 383,532  Cash 
+ $   25,384  Financing 

 
$ 408,916  Total Payments 

 
 

 
Lease 

 
 

 $ 328,518  Total Payments 
 

             
Conclusion 

 
                                                                     $ 364,916   Total Purchase Cost (Payments – $44,000 estimated residual value) 

 
 

$ 328,518   Total Lease Cost  
 
 

Total Difference = $ 36,398 
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